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Respectfully submitted, 




SUGHRUE MION, PLLC Daniel V. Williams 

Telephone: (202) 293-7060 Registration No. 45,221 

Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

23373 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 

Date: February 24, 2004 



2 



MODIFIED PTO/SB/08 A & B (06-03) 



t 

iUDsutuie ior r orni r i vJ-i*wy a a u 

INFORMATION DISCLOjtfU&^c\ 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/755,358 


Confirmation Number 


TBA 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANTS J\ 




Januarv 13 2004 


( use as many sheets as neceaory) TJ 


First Named Inventor 


Minoru USUI 


Art Unit 


TBA 


Examiner Name 


TBA 


Sheet | 1 \ of ^AnpttSW 


Attorney Docket Number 


Q79171 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Number 


Kind Code 2 

(if known) 




AA 


5,128,694 


A 


07/1992 


Kanayama 




AB 


5,894,317 


A 


04/1999 


Usui, et al. 




AC 


4,641,153 


A 


02/1987 


Cruz-Uribe 




AD 


4,752,788 


A 


06/1988 


Yasuhara, et al. 




AE 


4,788,557 


A 


11/1988 


Howkins 




AF 


4,566,018 


A 


01/1986 


Nilsson 




AG 


4,443,729 


A 


04/1984 


Rider 




AH 


4,752,789 


A 


06/1988 


Maltsev 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Translation 6 


Country 
Code 3 


Number 4 


Kind Code 5 

(if known) 




Al 


JP 


57-188372 


A 


11/1982 








AJ 


JP 


1-235648 


A 


09/1989 








AK 


JP 


3-218839 


A 


09/1991 








AL 


JP 


3-108549 


A 


05/1991 








AM 


JP _j 


3-243358 


A 


10/1991 








AN 


EP 


0 372 521 


Al 


06/1990 








AO 


JP 


58-10863 


A 


06/1983 








AP 


JP 


2-2206 


A 


01/1990 








AQ 


JP 


59-152708 


A 


08/1984 








AR 


JP 


61-46082 


A 


03/1986 








AS 


JP 


12-55549 


A 


12/1989 








AT 


JP 


63-303750 


A 


12/1988 








AU 


JP 


56-120365 


A 


09/1981 







NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, 
journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city, and/or country where published. 


Translation 6 




AV 








AW 








AX 








AY 








AZ 







Examiner Signature 




Date Considered 





♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of 
this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov, MPEP 901.04 or in the comment box of this document. 3 Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). *For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 3 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to indicate here if English 
language Translation is attached. 



MODIFIED PTO/SB/08 A & B (06-03) 



Substitute for Form PTO-1449 A & B 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/755,358 


fnnfirmflHnn Numhpr 

V_*VJI1I 11 llltiLlUll l>UlllL/^-l 


TRA 

1 U fx 


ygTp^SXATEMENT BY APPLICANTS 


Filing Date 


January 13, 2004 j 


^jvse as many sheets as necessary) 

FEB 2 4 2004 t) 


First Named Inventor 


Minoru USUI 


Art Unit 


TBA 


Examiner Name 


TBA 


& Sheet i? 


2 


Of | 3 


Attorney Docket Number 


Q79171 







U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document Number 






Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Number 


Kind 
Code 2 

(if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 




BA 


6,186,619 


A 


02/2001 


Usui, et al. 




BB 


5,910,809 


A 


06/1999 


Usui, et al. 




BC 


5,444,471 


A 


08/1995 


Usui, et al. 




BD 


4,845,399 


A 


07/1989 


Yasuda, et al. 




BE 


4,599,628 


A 


07/1986 


Doring, et al. 




BF 


4,819,014 


A 


04/1989 


Yasuhara, et al. 




BG 


5,446,485 


A 


08/1995 


Usui, et al. 




BH 


4,072,959 


A 


02/1978 


Elmvist 




BI 


4,536,097 


A 


08/1985 


Nilsson 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Translation* 


Country 
Code 3 


Number 4 


Kind Code 5 

(if known) 




BJ 


JP 


60-90770 


A 


05/1985 








BK 


EP 


0 402 171 


A2 


12/1990 








BL 


JP 


61-208880 


A 


09/1986 








BM 


JP 


63-125343 


A 


05/1988 








BN 


JP 


63-185640 


A 


08/1988 j 








BO 


JP 


63-295269 


A 


12/1988 








BP 


JP 


58-119870 


A 


07/1983 








BQ 


JP 


58-119871 


A 


07/1983 








BR 


JP 


58-119872 


A 


07/1983 








BS 


JP 


01-115638 


A 


05/1989 








BT 


JP 


11-98357 


A 


08/1989 








BU 


EP 


0 443 628 


A2 


08/1991 







NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, 
journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city, and/or country where published. 


Translation 6 




BV 


Patent Abstracts of Japan, Vol. 1 1, N94, March 1987, corresponding to JP 61-246063 (Ricoh Co., Ltd.), 
November 1986 






BW 


Utsumi, et al., "Designed-Space Forming Technology in Ceramics," IMC 1986 Proceedings, May 1986, 
pages 36-42 






BX 








BY 








BZ 







Examiner Signature 




Date Considered 





♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of 
this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usplo.gov, MPEP 901.04 or in the comment box of this document. 3 Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to indicate here if English 
language Translation is attached. 



MODIFIED PTO/SB/08 A & B (06-03) 



Substitute for Form PTO-1449 A & B 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/755,358 j 


Confirmation Number 


TBA 


>^Tp*sscatement BY APPLICANTS 


Filing Date 


January 13, 2004 


Cfcase as many sheets as necessary) 

FEB 2 4 2004 a | 


First Named Inventor 


Minoru USUI 


Art Unit 


TBA 


Examiner Name 


TBA 


fe. • Sheet gf | 3 | Of 


3 


Attorney Docket Number 


Q79171 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 







Document Number 






Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Number 


Kind 
Code 2 

(if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 




CA 


4,390,886 


A 


06/1983 


Sultan 




CB 


4,523,121 


A 


06/1985 


Takahashi, et al. 




CC 


5,072,240 


A 


12/1991 


Miyazawa, et al. 




CD 


4,638,206 


A 


01/1987 


Tsunooka, et al. 




CE 


4,812,698 


A 


08/1989 


Chida, et al. 




CF 


4,937,597 


A 


06/1990 


Yashuhara, et al. 




CG 


4,962,391 


A 


10/1990 


Kitahara, et al. 




CH 


4,439,780 


A 


03/1984 


De Young, et al. 




CI 


4,697,193 


A 


09/1987 


Howkins 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 


Cite 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 


Name of Patentee or 


Translation 6 


Initials* 


No. 1 


Country 
Code 3 


Number 4 


Kind Code 5 

(if known) 


MM-DD-YYYY 


Applicant of Cited Document 




CJ 


JP 


63-128778 


A 


06/1988 








CK 
















CL 
















CM 
















CN 
















CO 
















CP 
















CQ 
















CR 
















CS 
















CT 















NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), UUe of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, 
journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city, and/or country where published. 


Translation 6 




CU 








CV 








CW 








CX 








CY 








CZ 







Examiner Signature 




Date Considered 





♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of 
this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional)- 2 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov, MPEP 901.04 or in the comment box of this document. 3 Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 Fbr Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to indicate here if English 
language Translation is attached. 



